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bad action is always bad at the time when It is
done, no matter what happens afterwards.
Every time we let ourselves believe for. un-
worthy reasons, we weaken our powers of self-
control, of doubting, of judicially and fairly
weighing evidence. We all suffer severely
enough from the maintenance and support of
false beliefs and the fatally wrong actions which
they lead to, and the evil born when one such
belief is entertained is great and wide. But a
greater and wider evil arises when the credulous
character is maintained and supported, when a
habit of believing for unworthy reasons is
fostered and made permanent If I steal
money from any person, there may be no harm
done by the mere transfer of possession; he
may not feel the loss, or it may prevent him
from using the money badly. But I cannot
help doing this great wrong towards Man, that
I make myself dishonest. What hurts society
is not that it should lose its property, but that
it should become a den of thieves ; for then it
must cease to be society. This is why we
ought not to do evil that good may come ; for
at any rate this great evil has come, that we
have done evil and are made wicked thereby.
In like manner, if I let myself believe anything
on insufficient evidence, there may be no great
harm done by the mere belief; it may be true
after all, or I may never have occasion to